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November 19-25 


Jee A.L.A. EXECUTIVE BOARD has proclaimed a Freedom of the Press 
Week for libraries to run from November 19-25. These dates are chosen 
because they include the tercentenary of Milton’s Areopagitica and the 250th 
anniversary of Voltaire’s birth. Freedom of the Press Week affords libraries 
the opportunity of taking a stand on the absolute right of the individual to 
read anything of public value and interest, whatever racial, political, and 
religious issues may be involved, so long as national security is not endangered. 

The right of freedom of the press, grounded in the first article of our 
nation’s Bill of Rights, has been infringed frequently in the last few months. 
Several libraries have reported pressure from community groups to remove 
certain books or periodicals from circulation. The Soldier’s Vote Act seri- 
ously restricted the reading materials available for the armed forces before 
it was amended. A certain amount of censorship is always necessary in war- 
time. But when censorship exceeds the requirements of national security, 
one of the basic principles for which this war is fought has been threatened. 

Libraries have a double responsibility for creating an informed public 
opinion about threats to freedom of the press. It is always a primary duty of 
libraries to stimulate thought on important issues. More than that, the 
issue involved here is one which affects the very existence of libraries as we 
conceive them today. The open door to knowledge could be closed. The 
common right of inquiry could be narrowed. The Library’s Bill of Rights 
which reads, “Books and other reading matter should be chosen because of 
value and interest to the people of the community,” could be amended 
thus—“except that in no case should the selection offend anybody in a 
position of influence.” 

Let your library take the lead in your community in protesting infringe- 
ment of freedom of the press. Talk with your local newspaper editors and 
radio managers. Arrangements are under way to ask President Roosevelt 
for a national proclamation, but no matter what is done on a national scale, 
local efforts count the most. 

Car Vitz, President 
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The Time to Plan Is Always Now 


CARL VITZ 


The A.L.A. President presented this address at the 
Council meeting in Chicago on October 13. 


HERE IS a firm American tradition 
a. a person elected to the presidency 
of anything must make an inaugural ad- 
dress. I had hoped that this ordeal could 
be spared both you and me, but tradition 
has proved too strong and I am here before 
you to discuss the state of the nation in so 
far as the A.L.A. is a part of it. 

As you will have gathered from the pro- 
ceedings so far, the last few years of Asso- 
ciation activities have been one continuous 
effort to meet new and unusual conditions. 
We have operated without annual meetings ; 
boards and committees have been frozen; 
votes have been taken by mail, even though 
such a contingency was not foreseen in the 
constitution; and this morning’s inaugura- 
tion ceremonies merely symbolize a fact now 
of some three months’ standing. 

In our inaugural address we will first do 
some pointing with pride, then follow with 
warnings against complacency, and, finally, 
stress some needs to challenge us and oppor- 
tunities that must be seized. 

In pointing with pride we will direct the 
index finger to four phases of Association 
activity. We could add others but these 
four have been selected in part because of 
their outstanding importance and in part 
because they indicate how far-reaching the 
A.L.A. program is. 


LIBRARY PLANNING 


Sound progress is possible only when 
there has been sound planning. A careful 


analysis of conditions, wisely chosen objec- 
tives, and effective means to reach them are 
the three necessary steps in progress. We 
can take pride in the quality and the amount 
of planning now being done by the Associa- 
tion through its officers, boards and com- 
mittees, divisions and round tables. Much 
of this has been in the first stage of plan- 
ning. The effort has been to appraise accu- 
rately the present situation. This must 
precede a selection and definition of objec- 
tives and a determination of ways and means 
to reach them. 

A.L.A. efforts in this area will become 
evident as these Council sessions proceed. 
But most of the evidence is already in 
print in two recent publications of the 
American Library Association. Both de- 
serve the careful study of librarians. The 
earlier is Post-War Standards for Public 
Libraries edited by Dr. Carleton B. Joeckel. 
It provides a foundation on which plans for 
the extension of public libraries can be based 
with confidence. It is with a sense of satis- 
faction that I can report that the two later 
steps are under way, namely, the checking 
of public libraries against these standards 
and the formulation of plans to meet the 
exact conditions revealed by the checking. 
This whole program is an excellent example 
of the kind of constructive work which a 
professional association can do and which 
can be done only through such an associa- 
tion. 

Under the leadership of this same com- 
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mittee have been developed standards for 
school libraries and standards for college and 
university libraries, both of which are to have 
the Council’s consideration at a later meet- 
ing. Standards in other fields, prepared by 
other groups, will also receive attention. 
Important also is Library Planning: A 

Working Memorandum prepared for the 
A.L.A. by Dr. Louis R. Wilson. This 
publication is not in itself a plan for li- 
braries nor. is it intended to be such. It is 
merely a summarization of planning for 
libraries with which the A.L.A., its various 
boards and committees, and its affiliated or 
related organizations have recently con- 
cerned themselves or are now doing so. Nor 
does this report attempt to evaluate. It is 
none the less of first importance in our plan- 
The mere number and 
variety of plans presented is encouraging. 
Bringing them between the covers of one 
publication renders a great service to all. 


ning endeavors. 


It should serve to prevent duplication, fa- 
cilitate cooperation, and indicate areas neg- 
lected or forgotten. 

Whenever in the past few months I have 
felt low in my mind because of the immense 
mass of things undone and needing attention 
and the slowness of progress, these two pub- 
lications have heartened and encouraged 
me and filled me with pride in the Asso- 
ciation to which I belong. 


CULTURAL COOPERATION 


The part played by the A.L.A. in inter- 
national relations, or to use the current 
phrase, “cultural cooperation,” is an exten- 
sive one. Aid to libraries in war areas, 
library cooperation with Latin America, 
with Europe and Africa, and with the 
Orient and South Pacific are some of the 
main groupings. A realization of America’s 
contribution, through its libraries, to inter- 
national goodwill and to the preservation 
and promotion of scholarly activities in Eu- 
rope, in China, and in Latin America rightly 
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gives us a feeling of pride. The pattern of 
American librarianship is carried abroad 
through the establishment of American li- 
braries in Mexico, Montevideo, Melbourne, 
Bombay, and many other places. Librarians 
from Latin America come to visit and study 
our libraries and seek our aid in behalf of 
their libraries, library schools, and library 
institutes. Scholarly books and periodicals 
are now being purchased and stockpiled so 
that when the destroyed libraries in Europe 
can again be rebuilt the fruits of American 
scholarship can find a place on their shelves. 
In this program the A.L.A. has been in 
cooperation with the State Department, the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, the 
Office of War Information, the Library of 
Congress, the Rockefeller Foundation, the 
Carnegie International 
Peace, the American Council of Learned 


Endowment for 


Societies, and other governmental and pri- 
vate agencies. Sums entrusted to the 
A.L.A. to be spent for purposes designated 
by these donors amounted to about five 
hundred thousand dollars in the past year. 

Here again we can, I think, take proper 
pride in the high regard for American li- 
brarianship and in the confidence displayed 
by our government and private foundations 
in the integrity and “know how” of the 
A.L.A. No other group is making, in pro- 
portion to its strength, so large a contribu- 
tion to friendly cultural cooperation. Ata 
later session of Council a fuller, though 
still inadequate, telling of the story is to take 


place. 


LIBRARIES FOR THE ARMED FORCES 


A third cause for pride is the library pro- 
gram carried on by the armed forces. Di- 
rectly, the A.L.A. is not contributing in 
great measure, but indirectly its aid has 
been significant. 

In World War I the A.L.A. war library 
service did important pioneer work. Ever 
since, libraries have been an integral part of 
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the Navy. In the Army, however, they 
were allowed to lapse, though their impor- 
tance was recognized in plans for M-day. 

Four years ago, when the building of our 
great Army began, library service was in- 
cluded in the plans. The program was de- 
veloped under the direction of one of our 
members who left the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library of Baltimore to accept a commis- 
sion in the Army as its first library officer. 
Our Association was called upon (usually 
informally) for suggestions and advice. The 
Victory Book Campaign produced more 
than ten million usable books for all 
branches of the service. Meantime under 
wise, imaginative, and far-sighted direction 
the service expanded rapidly. ‘Today almost 
everywhere in large concentrations of our 
forces as well as in isolated outposts, on 
transports, and in hospitals, books and li- 
baries are available, fitting as essential parts 
into the military’s far-reaching educational 
and recreational program. 

Recently I had the privilege of sitting in 
at a conference called by Brig. Gen. Byron 
to consider among other things the library’s 
part in the Army educational and recrea- 
tional program. As a librarian I was stirred 
to find Army men, generals, colonels, ma- 
jors, captains, and lieutenants, West Point- 
ers and former businessmen, newly commis- 
sioned, all sold on the importance of books, 
reading materials, and library facilities in 
the making of an army and in maintenance 
of its morale. It gave me new courage the 
week after to ask a reluctant budget com- 
mission for more money for the Minneapolis 
Public Library, and the Army precedent 
seemed to carry weight. Here are a few 
high points from what we learned. They 
will, I think, give you also some of the 
inspiration that came to me. 

The library program of the Army, as 
stated, is supervised by Lt. Col. Ray L. 
Trautman. Directed by him are six hun- 
dred trained librarians, many of them mem- 
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Two thousand 
libraries, many in their own separate build- 
ings, are provided for larger troop concen- 
trations and lesser facilities, as the number 
of men decreases, but always—well, almost 
always—books and periodicals are pro- 
vided in some manner. During the past 
year more than eight million dollars was 
spent for books alone. The present budget 
is one dollar for books per service man. 
Beside the ten million V.B.C. books, fifteen 
million cloth-bound books have been pur- 
chased and fourteen million paper-bound 
Council on Books in Wartime books for 
transport and overseas use. More than half 
are nonfiction. The service is administered 
in accordance with the practice in our best 
American libraries. 

Such an exposure to books is unprece- 
dented and will create unprecedented oppor- 
tunity. We must be ready to measure up to 
this standard of service when our veterans 
return. I have not mentioned the Navy, 
though its story is equally dramatic, because 
unfortunately I cannot speak of it from the 
same direct knowledge. 


bers of our Association. 


War INFORMATION CENTERS 


We can take pride in the fact that so 
many librarians have adjusted their services 
to the national needs first as defense, then 
war, and now both war and postwar con- 
ditions have altered them. We can take 
pride, yes, but we must also acknowledge 
that success in this respect was only partial. 
In too many places inadequate funds, iner- 
tia, and lack of imagination resulted in 
failure to meet an opportunity. Neverthe- 
less, enough libraries cooperated with war 
agencies to register real gains for libraries. 

But, lest we remain too self-satisfied, I 
hasten to a consideration of fields where 
present achievement, or lack of it, should 
quickly prick complacency on our part. 
What I am about to say is based on my 
experience and observation as a public li- 
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brarian and must be judged on this basis. 
Perhaps I am wrong, but it seems to me 
that we in the public library field are for 
the present not holding our own with our 
associates in other library fields. {it may be 
merely that I see the bare and weedy spots 
in my own field and find those more distant 
beautifully green, due to the enchantment 
How- 
ever that may be, any confidence that I 
may have in the worth of my conclusions is 
restricted to the area to which my four 
decades of work have been devoted. 


which distance is reputed to lend. 


LiBRARY EXTENSION 


Library extension as an objective is as old 
as the public library movement in America. 
Our profession has grappled with it hero- 
ically. Yet the fact remains that one third 
of the population in this country and in 
Canada is still without library service. A 
second third has library service so inade- 
quate that it should scarcely be reckoned on 
the credit side. 
so many libraries which by all standards of 


Indeed, the prevalence of 


service are not libraries has been one of our 

Even the third which 

is rated as satisfactory often suffers serious 

Frankly, on this 

in the last two decades 

scarcely kept pace with population growth. 
Why? 


Of course we know many of the ariswers. 


greatest hindrances. 


gaps and shortcomings. 


front we have 


We know that we must organize libraries 
in terms of larger service areas and based 
We know 


insufficient 


upon larger financial resources. 
that many large areas have 
wealth to provide libraries for themselves 
and that some form of equalization of li- 
brary opportunity must be provided through 
We know that 
inertia, but even more, jealousy between 
localities which could and should be joined 


state and national effort. 


in service areas make cooperation difficult. 
We know that few lay leaders on the state 
We know 


level are interested or informed. 
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that often state leadership is wanting or 
lacks dynamic drive. 

Is this a counsel of despair? Should these 
needs discourage us? But 
surely we should not remain smugly self- 


By no means. 


satisfied in our libraries but must meet the 
challenge of need for libraries for all. Our 
national Association has done much to guide 
and to help but the nature of the problem 
is such that planning and action must be 
largely on the state and local level and 
through state and local leaders. 
Fortunately there are present several en- 
couraging factors. ‘The Postwar Planning 
Committee has provided for us ammunition 
in quantity. ‘The development of Army and 
Navy libraries should be an asset. If they 
are of real value to the fighting soldier and 
to the soldier awaiting demobilization, why 
aren't they equally valuable to him when 
demobilized and again engaged in peace- 
time activities? And if to him, then why 
not to all others even though, because of 
lack of opportunity, they have not acquired 
the library habit nor experienced the values 
The use 
of books and of libraries in the military ef- 
fort is a convincing argument and should 
be used. The veteran who has had firsthand 
experience in the use of libraries will be im- 


and inspiration that lie in books. 


patient on his return if he finds only poor 
libraries or none. 

Am I wrong in thinking that provincial- 
ism is on the wane and that more often the 
vision of a larger unit able to provide richer 
and more adequate service will prevail? 
In recent years librarians have acquired 
some skill in working with other community 
leaders. They know more people and more 
people know them. The number of friends 
for libraries and the A.L.A. has been in- 
creased by the contacts which we have 
through our officers, committee members, 
and staff members with leaders in many 
fields. 


vities have also had a prestige value. In 


And some of our international acti- 
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any event I have a definite impression that 
libraries “rate’’ more than they did. All 
this should help in developing larger plans. 

Sources of tax support for our libraries 
must be studied. Present reliance is almost 
This is sta- 
Extension of activi- 
ties and new activities dependent upon this 
tax often cannot be financed for this reason. 
Other taxes, on the contrary, such as income 
and sales are increasing and we must turn 
to them for and 


wholly on the real estate tax. 
tionary or shrinking. 


new expanding tax- 


supported activities, including libraries. 
This situation again points to the state as 
the important unit for library extension ef- 
forts. 

Little is to be gained by establishing more 
little libraries. Progress will come only as 
the result of state-wide planning with every 
portion of the state included in a service 
area. Financing should be adequate to pro- 
vide for all residents a complete and varied 
library service equal to that in a city of 
twenty-five thousand population or more 
and with a per capita support of from $1.50 
to $2.00. 

This program cannot be achieved by li- 
brarians working alone. We must cease to 
be library isolationists and must add to our 
own efforts those of all others interested in 
the welfare of state and community. Let us 
seek the help of the political scientist, the 
sociologist, the county farm agent, the stu- 
dent, and the expert wherever and whenever 
needed. We must study our library laws 
and our tax laws so that we may help in 
modernizing tax legislation to the end that 
libraries may secure their’ fair percentage 
of the tax dollar. We must secure the ac- 
tive cooperation of all organizations inter- 
ested in the public welfare, especially those 
state-wide or primarily non-urban in scope. 
Veterans’ organizations will be especially im- 
portant. We must seek the support of men 
and not underrate the power of women in 
all our planning. 
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Leadership in planning and in coopera- 
tive effort must be exercised by librarians 
and by library trustees, but especially by 
those in the state library agencies and those 
who carry responsibility in library associa- 
tions. 


‘TRAINING FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


Our training for librarianship seems to 
me to fall short and to be wanting. 

Many librarians have attained real pro- 
fessional stature through efforts while on 


_the job, just as Franklin made of himself 


a first rank scientist and a diplomat. 

Most of us, however, need a broader and 
more solid foundation on which to build 
than the present four years of undergraduate 
work plus a fifth year of elementary library 
training provide. Not only is present train- 
ing elementary, there is too little differen- 
tiation to prepare for the many and 
varied library positions—children’s librar- 
ian, county librarian, cataloger, adminis- 
trative assistant, subject librarian, reference 
All might well 
have much the same first year, but one or 
more years of specialized training should 
follow to fit them for special fields. 

To some extent this is now being done for 
school, hospital, and children’s librarians, 
but subject librarians, let us say art, should 
be at home in the history and techniques of 
art and have studied the special problems 
involved in caring for and servicing the 
library materials in art. We need greater 
administration, in subject 
knowledge, in library techniques, in adult 
education methods, in community under- 
standing, and in public relations. A county 
librarian needs courses in rural sociology as 
well as in public administration. In the 
larger city library, the cataloger, the ad- 
ministrative assistant, and the reference 
assistant each need additional specialization, 
the first in important book processing tech- 
niques, the second in administration and 


librarian, and many more. 


expertness in 
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personnel work, and the last in bibliography 
and reference tools, and all need a broad 
background of book knowledge and of the 
history of the book which can be secured 
only by planned study and wide reading. 

Libraries should perhaps differentiate 
_more fully their library positions, as do 
hospitals, and library training should be 
adapted to this differentiation. We must 
not press the analogy too far, but in hos- 
pitals we have medical people with varied 
duties, all rigorously trained but with vary- 
ing levels of responsibility and authority. 
The doctor diagnoses and prescribes and 
operates. It is for him to make decisions. 
The nurse, no matter how competent, per- 
forms none of these but is equally necessary 
for good hospital service. Likewise dieti- 
tian and laboratory technician, as a result 
of specialized training, perform their skilful 
proper functions. 

In our libraries, a chief or assistant li- 
brarian in libraries of all sizes, a department 
head, or branch or county librarian might 
correspond to the doctor ; a catalog assistant 
to the technician; and the general assistant 
serving the public, to the nurse. Differen- 
tiation in their training in respect to length, 
content, approach to subject matter, and 
necessary skills would seem appropriate. 

Certainly if librarians desire a_profes- 
sional status equal to that of doctors, law- 
yers, preachers, and members of college 
faculties, they should make comparable ef- 
forts to acquire the knowledge and the skill 
they need. 

Library training is in danger of becoming 
overacademic. Present instructors are far 
better teachers and organizers of their ma- 
terial as compared with those who taught 
us who are about to leave the stage, but they 
lack the experience to make their teaching 
living and practical. Less often do we now 
find teachers who have had broad and re- 
sponsible experience. Both teaching ability 
and valid personal experience are needed. 
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Perhaps exchange positions, sabbatical years, 
and guest lecturers are partial solutions. 
Internships and in-service training possi- 
bilities should be Again the 
medical profession, whose training is so 
firmly grounded on hospital experience, may 
furnish helpful precedents. 

It has been gratifying these last few years 
to realize that the Board of Education for 
Librarianship and the library schools are 
grappling with these problems. We wish 
them success in their efforts to provide a 
training more realistic in conception as a 


increased. 


foundation for important library positions, 
a training both broader and more specialized. 


RECRUITING FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


Related to the problem of library school 
training and our desire for wider recog- 
nition of our professional status is the re- 
cruiting of better students with a higher 
capacity for professional development. In 
fact, here lies the very future of librarian- 
ship and consequently of this Association. 

An early and important step is to educate 
our educators, our vocational guidance ex- 
perts, so that they may realize the many 
talents, the many qualifications, the many 
abilities that can go to make up librarians 
and the fact that not all are needed in the 
same individual or for every library position. 
Now it seems to be a general practice to ad- 
vise any genteel, quiet, unassuming student 
who likes to read to become a librarian. All 
right, libraries do need people who like to 
read. 
we get this across to our educators, then 
when they find a man with scientific abilities 
they may include in their suggestions that he 
become a science librarian. Another headed 
for the school of public administration 
could aim at becoming city librarian; a girl 
with artistic or musical aptitudes could have 
an art or music library suggested as a pos- 
sible field. 

Along with the vocational guidance men, 


But they also need specialists. If 
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we must educate the public. Our publicity 
must paint a better and more colorful pic- 
ture of our job. Youth seeking a life work 
wants one that is worth while, and in this 
case I mean worth while from the service 
angle rather than the salary angle. That 
comes later. Young people desire to serve. 
We should be showing them that library 
work is essential and makes the community, 
the state, the country, a better place to live 
in and the people living in it happier and 
better. 

I mentioned salaries. This is a question 
ever with us and more progress has been 
made in some areas than in others. It de- 
pends too much upon individual budgets, 
boards, and local politics to be explored 
deeply here, but we all know that salaries 
must be raised to levels equal to those of 
professions of a similar nature if we are 
to attract worth-while recruits. But we 
must also keep in mind that parallel with 
these efforts, we must make of ourselves 
individuals with greater capacity to serve 
and must bring our libraries into a vital 
relation with the community. 


PuBLic RELATIONS 


A recent frequent complaint is that li- 
braries, especially public libraries, are not 
receiving adequate publicity. Some indi- 
vidual libraries are performing a creditable 
job of local publicity, but an expanded 
national program to spread the library idea 
is needed, and, for want of it, efforts to 
extend libraries into new areas are made 
more difficult. 

I hasten to add, however, that blame 
should not attach to the A.L.A. Public 
Relations Committee nor to the staff of 
A.L.A. Headquarters as much as to the 
Association at large. Good publicity is ex- 
pensive. Things of value generally must 
be paid for unless we can find someone to 
play the part of rich uncle. Foundations 
and friends of libraries have been reluctant 
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to finance advertising programs. So if we 
librarians would have this expensive neces- 
sity we must be prepared to pay for it. 

Income from individual memberships can- 
not fully finance an adequate national pro- 
gram. Publicity, to be effective, must be 
done by those who are competent. It will 
require radio experts of various kinds and 
perhaps also the purchase of time on net- 
works. Artists, advertising men, writers, 
public relations counselors, all will be 
needed and the Association must have a 
staff with varied talents to direct it. 

The American Library Association now 
does an excellent job with the small means 
at itscommand. This is possible because we 
do have many friends and because often a 
good turn is done for us at small or even 
at no cost. But country-wide and continu- 
ous coverage, planned and not accidental 
and directed to gain specific objectives, 
can be secured only if sufficient funds 
are available. Unless and until funds from 
gift or endowment are less coy, I see only 
one solution. That is for the libraries which 
desire general publicity and will benefit 
from it to pay for it through larger dues 
or subscription, just as some university li- 
braries are now paying cooperatively for 
services they want. 

Library extension and nationwide library 
publicity might well be immediate objectives 
in whose behalf the proposed public libraries 
division could add its new strength to pres- 
ent efforts. 

Preparatory to writing this “inaugural 
address,” I made a list of topics of a chal- 
lenging nature that might be included. By 
no means all have so far been touched upon, 
but I have already gone beyond the proper 
bounds. 

Even so, I can’t resist one final paragraph 
in which to emphasize that libraries need 
many more books of current importance, 
need more vocational books, must get them 
quicker, must make them more easily avail- 
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able to users. Libraries must study their 
organization more carefully so as to differ- 
entiate between clerical and professional 
activities, so that work may be done not only 
more appropriately but also better and at 
less cost. Libraries will need to re-study 
library techniques, both in the book process- 
‘ing phases and in the lending operations. 
Library methods seem to retain too much 
of a horse-and-buggy quality. Perhaps we 
can learn from library work as developed 


under military auspices, Business and book- 
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Cer- 


tainly we can do much to improve the 


stores may have things to teach us. 


friendliness of our buildings and reading 
But above all and finally, let us 
We, who 
spend our lives making books available to 
others in quest of information and educa- 
tion in subjects of their own choice, should 
not forget to use them also to continue our 
own growth and education in librarian- 
ship, the field which we have chosen for our- 


rooms. 
learn to take our own medicine. 


selves. 


Changes Ahead 


ALTHEA H. WARREN 


The Retiring President of the A.L.A. presented this address at the 
Council meeting in Chicago on October 13. 


OR THE SIXTY-FIFTH TIME in the records 
Fu the American Library Association a 
retiring president rises to review the things 
done and to emphasize the things which 
need to be done. Last year Mr. Metcalf 
with his lucid powers of epitome gave three 
urgent purposes for our future: 

1. To improve personnel 

2. To build up book collections 

3. To find how to give more for money 

spent. 
What the Association, through its divisions, 
boards, and achieved 
toward these great ends even in a war year 
has been told by the achievers themselves in 
the Annual Reports number (Oct. 1 issue) 
of the Bulletin. 

Mr. Metcalf, on July 7, 1943, also urged 
the membership to let their officers know the 
failures of the A.L.A. His invitation was 
accepted so vigorously that I am not able 
to condense my admonitions to my succes- 


committees, has 


sor as he did. Letters from individuals, 
discussions at state meetings, and several 
articles in the Bulletin list our weaknesses 
as follows: 

1. The A.L.A. has a membership of over 
fifteen thousand, with about seven hundred 
of these serving on boards and committees 
and not more than six thousand in the five 
divisions of special activities (college and 
reference work, cataloging and classification, 
libraries for children and young people, ex- 
tension, and trustees). Over half the mem- 
bers, therefore, get nothing because they 
give nothing to their national professional 
association. 

2. Annual conventions have grown so 
large and expenses of travel are so difficult 
for the younger members that it is felt that 
in alternate years regional gatherings should 
be substituted for the national convention. 

3. The 4.L.A. Bulletin contains little 
of value to the small library and has not 





























WARREN: CHANGES AHEAD 415 


the atmosphere of books and authors to 
make it as appetizing as the (British) Li- 
brary Association’s publications. Many of 
those paying the higher dues find the Hand- 
book an uninspiring reward. A choice of 
some other A.L.A. publication, such as 
College and Research Libraries, should be 
allowed. ’ 

4. The Personnel Division at Headquar- 
ters should be given up or reorganized on a 
pay basis since at present it has not staff or 
equipment to function effectively. 

5. The publicity program should be en- 
larged to include a national radio broad- 
cast on the value of libraries. There should 
be visits of the Headquarters staff to state 
meetings and more contact with the needs 
and opinions of librarians in all parts of the 
country. 

6. Greater publicity should be given to 
classification and pay plans. Library trus- 
tees should be kept informed of salary raises 
whenever they occur. The A.L.A. should 
function more effectively in getting better 
salaries in libraries. 

7. The matter of holding meetings in the 
South should be reconsidered by the Execu- 
tive Board and the Council. The present 
policy is that no A.L.A. conference can be 
held where the Negro members are not 
allowed to attend every gathering on the 
program. It is contended that Northern 
hotels enforce practically the same restric- 
tions as those in the South so that even at 
the Drake we do not live up to our unat- 
tainable principles. 

8. Lastly, it is felt that the office of 
President of the A.L.A. has been confined 
to the elderly and pretentious in top posi- 
tions. The N.E.A. rotates its presidency 
through all types of employment from a 
classroom teacher to a high school principal 
and then, perhaps, to the head of a special 
department. It is thought that such de- 
mocracy would be good for us. 

All suggestions received which would re- 


— 


quire changes in the constitution or by-laws 
in order to be adopted have been considered 
by the Executive Board and are now being 
discussed by the Council. An organization 
beginning in a locality and involving dues 
and membership in a state and then in a 
national association was rejected at the time 
of the Third Activities Committee. At the 
same time, feeling was in favor of an annual 
conference instead of alternation with re- 
gional meetings because divisions, boards, 
and committees felt they must get together 
annually if they were to accomplish sus- 
tained work. It may be that it is now time 
for a Fourth Activities Committee to fash- 
ion us into a streamlined design. 


CoMMI?tTEE ON LocaAL Groups 


In an effort to learn thoroughly how the 


membership feels, a new committee was 


created last spring known as the Committee 
on Relations with Local Groups. It has a 
representative from the Board of Education 
for Librarianship, from the Board on Sala- 
ries, Staff, and Tenure, from the Staff 
Organizations Round Table, from the 
Junior Members Round Table, from the 
Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People, and from the Membership 
Committee. Miss Marian C. Manley is 
the chairman. ‘Through questions it has 
sent out widely for staff and club discussion, 
it is collecting opinions on which it will base 
recommendations for the Council and Exec- 
utive Board. Miss Manley’s article in the 
May Bulletin, “How Much Could ‘Mem- 
ber’ Mean?” is an invitation which should 
encourage even the timorous to speak. 

The A.L.A. Bulletin for the past year 
has certainly tried to supply the direct per- 
sonal introduction to Headquarters which 
was asked. Our Second Vice President, 
Miss Margery Doud, feels an eager com- 
radeship with the private in the ranks. 
That every member of the Association might 
be inaugurated with her, she stayed a week 
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in Chicago last summer and wrote “This Is 
Your Organization” with a keen discern- 
ment of what remains to be done as well as 
what has been accomplished. Spirited sum- 
maries by each of the five department heads 
afterwards appeared nearly every month in 

the Bulletin from January through June. 
' Publicity suggestions such as British, China, 
and Russia book weeks, with excellently 
executed reading lists and Norman Cousins’ 
contribution to the Conference in Print 
offered a toothsome first course toward a 
diet of books. Miss Deaderick has sup- 
plied “What They’re Doing” for the 
smaller libraries. A plan for the statistical 
service reorganization is ready for the 
Executive Board to consider. 


INCOMING PRESIDENT 


While the shores of the seven seas are 
shifting ownership and five of the continents 
of the earth are throwing their boundary 
lines around like lassos, it is quite in tempo 
that we too should be changing. 

In James Thurber’s picture book Many 
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Moons is a lesson for this hour. Salvation 
in a crisis is found, not from the political 
sagacity of the lord chamberlain nor the 
computations of the royal mathematician 
nor the magic of the wizard, but from the 
jester who loved human beings and solved 
the needs of the princess by finding out how 
she herself diagnosed her difficulties. Our 
new President fortunately has the same kind 
of understanding. People are his first con- 
cern. All kinds of people appeal to him. 
He showed the originality of the lord high 
chamberlain when he started one of the first 
technical departments in a public library in 
Washington, D.C. He rivaled the royal 
mathematician with his command of the 
exact sciences and his knowledge of expand- 
ing industries in Cleveland. His magic has 
been as potent as that of the royal wizard 
in the skill with which he has speeded up 
the Toledo and Minneapolis public library 
systems. 

Mr. Vitz, with this gavel you will, I 
believe, enable the A.L.A. to bring down 
the moon! 


EDUCATION in its widest sense, that almost indefinable thing which reaches far 
beyond formal instruction and whose goal is the development of an attitude of mind 
rather than an aptitude for doing things, depends on books. In short, not only our ma- 
terial well-being but the very sanity of “peace and its preservation depend on what 
books can do for us and to us. Books are our job. The acid test of everything we do 
should be: does it lead to the extended use of books and their increased significance in 


life itself? 


CHARLES R. SANDERSON 
Reading in Toronto: 

“Report of the Chief Librarian 
for the Year 1943” 
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Annual Report of the Executive 
Secretary 


M*" EMPHASIS of the A.L.A. this 


year has been on: 


Planning special types of library service for 
demobilized service men and women and war 
workers 

Continuation and acceleration of postwar 
planning for libraries in general 

Consideration of needs and problems of 
postwar library personnel 

Maintaining relations with Washington on 
all matters affecting libraries throughout the 
country 

International library relations. 


The direct services of libraries to the war 
effort, which have been the chief concern 
of the Association’s program during the 
past two years, have now become well es- 
tablished. Librarians recognize that the 
first obligation of every institution as well 
as of every citizen is to help win the war. 
The Association has continued to give in- 
formation and advisory assistance as oppor- 
tunity offered. Officers and staff have been 
conscious also—perhaps more conscious than 
usual—of the necessity of maintaining at 
the highest possible level the Association’s 
publication, information, advisory, person- 
nel, and membership services which are es- 
sential to libraries and to the life of the 
Association under any circumstances. 


DEMOBILIZATION 


At a meeting of officers (in lieu of an 
Executive Board meeting) in July 1943 
consideration was given to the library’s part 
in demobilization and readjustment of serv- 
ice men and women and war workers. A 
few suggestions had been received from 
members and there had been prepared a 
Statement on special activities of the Asso- 
ciation and libraries at the end of the First 


World War. Mr. Vitz volunteered to 
prepare a memorandum. 

The first draft of Demobilization and 
the Library: The Library’s Part in Military 
and Industrial Readjustment by Carl Vitz 
was distributed widely to librarians and 
others for criticism. A revised draft was 
prepared and has been made available to all 
who were interested. 

An experimental institute on demobili- 
zation and readjustment was held in Chi- 
cago in March under the joint sponsorship 
of the Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin 
library associations. Representatives of Se- 
lective Service, War Manpower Commis- 
sion, labor, and industry gave addresses. 
Panel and symposium methods were used. 
Following this demonstration there have 
been other institutes both regional and local 
throughout the country. Staff organiza- 
tions, library clubs, and associations were 
urged to discuss the problem. 

Following the Chicago meeting a group 
of A.L.A. officers, other librarians, and 
adult education specialists met and drafted 
a manifesto on demobilization and the li- 
brary (4.L.A4. Bulletin 38:130-31, April 
1944). It points out the opportunities for 
public library service in the years ahead 
and calls upon librarians to start now. It 
was reprinted and widely distributed. 

The 4.L.A. Bulletin has given special 
attention to this subject in the February 
1944 number and other issues. Informa- 
tion and forecasts of how demobilization 
would take place have been sought from 
Army and Selective Service officials in 
Washington and relayed to members of the 
A.L.A. 

An invitation to use libraries, addressed 
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to service men and women, was prepared 
and submitted to the appropriate officials 
for use in a proposed handbook for dis- 
charged soldiers. It was welcomed but 
appears not to have been used. 

Special funds were solicited for reading 
lists and circulars for usé by libraries, and 
for special activities, but they were not ob- 
tained. We have therefore been dependent 
chiefly on voluntary services and the regu- 
lar channels such as the Bulletin and other 
library periodicals. 

As always, the results will depend on 
individual _li- 


The beginnings are encouraging. 


the resourcefulness of the 
brarian. 
PLANNING 

Post-W ar Standards for Public Libraries, 
published last year, continues to be a most 
useful contribution to library thinking and 
planning. Progress has been made on the 
second step—an evaluation of existing li- 
brary service in terms of these standards— 
but the writing remains unfinished. Work 
has nevertheless begun on the third step, 
the preparation of an actual plan—or more 
likely a few alternative plans—for complete 
library coverage and adequate library de- 
velopment in the several states. This work 
is under the direct supervision of the Com- 
mittee on Postwar Planning. 

Postwar standards for school libraries 
are in preparation by a special committee 
of the Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People. 
have been criticized by school librarians and 
other school officers and are now being re- 


Preliminary drafts 


vised for publication. 

Planning for college libraries was as- 
signed by A.C.R.L. to a joint Subcommittee 
on Postwar Planning for College and Uni- 
versity Libraries. The committee has been 
in correspondence with college librarians 
and other representatives of colleges and 
universities and hopes to produce a report 
in this calendar year. Both the school and 
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college planning committees are joint com- 
mittees of the A.L.A. Postwar Planning 
Committee and of their respective divisions. 
Objectives and standards for prison li- 
braries were prepared by the Institution 
Committee of the American 
with aid from the 
A.L.A. Institution Libraries Committee. 
At the request of the Executive Board, 


Libraries 


Prison Association 


Louis R. Wilson prepared a memorandum 
on library planning in general. A prelimi- 
draft submitted to Council 
members, officers of divisions and affiliated 
societies, and others for criticism. 


nary was 
Exten- 
sively revised, it has just been published 
as Number 4 of the Planning for Libraries 
It is considered by A.L.A. officers 


as a fundamental document for all librarians 


series. 


who are actively concerned with any aspect 
of postwar planning. It is particularly 
recommended to A.L.A. committees. 

In addition to these specific projects, it 
should be remembered that many A.L.A. 
committees are engaged in postwar plan- 
ning in their fields; as, for example, the 
International Relations Board, the Audio- 
Visual, Library Administration, Library 
Equipment and Appliances, Library Reve- 
nues committees, committees of research li- 
Planning at the local 


and state level, both for library service and 


brarians, and others. 


buildings, is under way in varying degrees 
throughout the country. 


PERSONNEL PLANNING 


In response to a request from a War 
Department committee, a fairly extensive 
report on ‘Post-War Library Personnel” 
was prepared at Headquarters in January. 
The Anita M. Hostetter, 
Hazel B. Timmerman, Lowell Martin, and 
Lewis F. Stiegz. Members of the Board of 
Education Librarianship, faculties of 


authors were 


for 
library schools who could be reached, and 
others participated in conferences and cor- 
respondence which preceded the final draft. 
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Because of a change in plans in Washing- 
ton, the report has apparently not been used 
officially. Recently it ceased to be a confi- 
dential document and is now being distrib- 
uted. The report discusses qualitative and 
quantitative needs and how they can be 
met. 

Another report dealing with employment, 
salaries, and status of librarians after the 
war was prepared by Ralph A. Ulveling at 
the request of A.L.A. officers and the Board 
on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure, and pub- 
lished in the February 4.L.4d. Bulletin. 
This article and the discussion published 
with it are of direct interest to administra- 
tors and to individual librarians who are 
concerned with their own future. The 
Board of Education for Librarianship and 
the Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure 
are continuing their study of postwar ad- 
justment problems for librarians. 


RELATIONS WITH WASHINGTON 


As the result of questions raised by mem- 
bers of Congress as to what would happen 
to many small libraries when W.P.A. as- 
sistance was discontinued, there have been 
many informal discussions during the past 
year on federal aid to libraries. These 
discussions have centered around one idea, 
namely, the establishment of public libraries 
in the rural areas now without them. Two 
or three members of Congress, representa- 
tives of the Office of Education and other 
government offices, the A.L.A. Federal Re- 
lations Committee, and the Executive 
Board have been involved in these conver- 
sations. No specific proposal has yet been 
agreed upon. ‘There appears to be a little 
more interest in Congress than formerly 
but it also appears that any proposal made 
will have to be a modest one and one which 
has some emotional appeal. Legislation re- 
garding the disposal of surplus property is 
being watched insofar as it may affect li- 
braries. Members of the Association may 
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be assured that the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee and the officers of the Association 
will continue their exploration of possibili- 
ties and will report fully as soon as they 
can do so without prejudice to the cause 
they represent and without embarrassment 
to government officials. Note that the 
membership of the committee this year in- 
cludes among others three recent ex-presi- 
dents who have shown particular interest 
in federal aid for library extension. The 
chairman is Paul Howard, of the Gary 
Public Library. 

The wartime limitation on the publica- 
tion and distribution of government docu- 
ments continues to be a serious concern to 
libraries. Following a conference with 
representatives of O.W.I. and other gov- 
ernment agencies, a Joint Committee on 
Government Publications was appointed. 
Its primary functions are to facilitate the 
acquisition of documents by libraries, to ar- 
range if possible for preservation for later 
distribution to libraries of documents now 
restricted, and also to give advice on publi- 
cation problems when requested by govern- 
ment agencies. The American Association 
of Law Libraries, the Special Libraries As- 
sociation, and the Association of Research 
Libraries, in addition to the A.L.A., are 
represented on this committee. It has been 
requested to cooperate closely with the 
standing Committee on Public Documents. 

Recently a law was passed requiring 
agencies of the government other than the 
Superintendent of Documents to pay post- 
age on all publications distributed by them. 
Representatives of the Public Documents 
and Federal Relations committees and the 
Joint Committee on Government Publica- 
tions held a meeting with representatives of 
government agencies. The possibility of se- 
curing an amendment exempting libraries 
is under consideration. The Superintendent 
of Documents is reported to have expressed 
an interest in arranging with selected li- 
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braries to become sales agencies for docu- 
ments. 

Contacts with the War Manpower Com- 
mission, War Production Board, and Se- 
lective Service have been maintained, but we 
have not been able to secure adequate recog- 
nition of libraries as essential to the war 
. effort. 

Until its discontinuance this spring the 
A.L.A. cooperated closely with the Library 
Program Division of O.W.I., which was 
instrumental in bringing library activities 
to the attention of government officials as 
well as in channeling important informa- 
The A.L.A. has been co- 
operating closely with programs of the 
O.P.A., War Food Administration, Na- 


tional Housing Agency, and other agencies. 


tion to libraries. 


Relations have been particularly close and 
satisfactory with the Library Service Di- 
vision of the Office of Education and with 
the Library of Congress. 


INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY RELATIONS 


The international activities in which the 
Association is now involved are of such 
wide range and variety and so numerous 
as to make impossible any adequate sum- 
mary in this report. Even the reports of 
the International Relations Board itself fail 
to do justice to the work for which that 
board is primarily responsible. 

Three American li- 
braries are being operated in Latin America 
—in Mexico, Managua, and Montevideo 
—with funds provided largely by the De- 
partment of State. The A.L.A. assumes 
responsibility but actual administration is 
by local boards of trustees and librarian- 
directors from the United States. ‘They are 
excellent examples of the small American 


Latin America. 


public library, serving all sorts of people, 
largely natives, in the usual ways and some 
other ways. One is making a union catalog 
of research materials with special funds 
from the Rockefeller Foundation. Another 
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through its librarian operates a library 
school. All three librarians are consulted 
by local colleagues on all sorts of library 
problems. All are making friends for the 
United States and for North American li- 
brarians. 

Books by United States authors, chiefly 
in English, are being given to Latin Amer- 
ican libraries in response to requests. About 
one hundred thousand dollars’ worth were 
shipped during the past year. The receiy- 
ing libraries choose the books to be pur- 
chased for them. Again, the money comes 
from the Department of State. 
which these books are being put in many 


The use to 


libraries would bring happiness to any li- 
brarian. ‘There is urgent need for more 
generous donations as relatively few Latin 
American librarians have funds which en- 
able them to purchase what they need. Cer- 
tain other countries have made generous 
donations for many years, and the result is 
that in many libraries the North American 
collections are still much smaller than those 
from Great Britain, France, and Germany. 

Library schools or training classes have 
been operated during the past year in Mex- 
ico, Caracas, Quito, Lima, Santiago, Buenos 
Aires, Sao Paulo, Rio de 
Janeiro, and possibly elsewhere. Some are 
hardly more than supervised work with in- 
cidental instruction. Others full- 
fledged library schools. To all or nearly 
all, the A.L.A. has supplied books on li- 
brary work published in the United States. 

The Association was directly responsible 
for a two-month school in Quito, Ecuador, 
made possible by a grant from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation. It was a striking success, 


Montevideo, 


are 


due primarily to the principal instructors, 
Mrs. Dorcas W. Reid and Marietta Dan- 
iels. 

The A.L.A. participated to some extent 
in a very successful six-month school under 
the National Library of Peru at Lima. 
Rockefeller assistance, through the A.L.A., 
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was used to supplement other funds from 
the Peruvian government and the Depart- 
ment of State. There were one Cuban and 
four United States instructors. The di- 
rector was Dr. Jorge Basadre, the new 
national librarian. ‘The reports of these 
two schools are to be mimeographed for 
limited distribution to librarians in North 
America and Latin America who are inter- 
ested in learning about the experiments. 

The Association is administering a Rocke- 
feller Foundation five-year grant for a full- 
length school in Sao Paulo, the director of 
which is Dr. Rubens Borba de Moraes, 
until recently the head of the Sao Paulo 
Municipal Library. 

The library school in Montevideo is not 
a direct A.L.A. responsibility but is loosely 
linked to the Biblioteca Artigas-Washing- 
ton, for which the Association is responsible. 
Arthur E. Gropp, who was for many years 
chairman of the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Latin America, is the di- 
rector of the library and of the school. He 
has the able assistance of his librarian wife 
and one other North American librarian 
and two or three local librarians who have 
had some training. It is a voluntary enter- 
prise in the best American pioneer tradi- 
tion. 

The work in Santiago, Chile, directed 
by Héctor Fuenzalida y Villegas, that in 
Buenos Aires directed by Ernesto G. Gietz, 
the two schools in Rio, and the one which 
is projected in the Institute of Anthro- 
pology in Mexico, are likewise pioneer ef- 
forts deserving whatever support North 
American librarians can give. 

Harry M. Lydenberg, director of the 
A.L.A. International Relations Office in 
Washington, and I visited sixteen cities 
in twelve Latin American countries in June 
and July of this year as representatives of 
the A.L.A. We gave first attention to the 
subjects mentioned above and secondary 
consideration to cultural relations in gen- 


eral. Our report is still to be written. We 
know now, however, that we shall recom- 
mend expansion of library relations, with 
special emphasis on more interchange of 
librarians and more continuous contact with 
Latin American librarians who have studied 
in the United States. The visits were made 
possible by a special grant from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation and by use of a part of 
the fund available from the government for 
supervision of the American libraries. 

Aid to Libraries in War Areas. Pur- 
chase of noteworthy United States books, 
published between 1939 and 1943, for later 
distribution to foreign libraries in war areas, 
has been made possible by a grant of one 
hundred thousand dollars from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation. For help in the selection 
of books to be purchased by the A.L.A. 
Committee on Aid to Libraries in War 
Areas and for possible use by foreign gov- 
ernments and other agencies in making 
their own purchases, a general list is being 
compiled by the New York Public Library 
and special lists are being prepared by sev- 
eral learned societies. The Rockefeller 
Foundation has made a further grant of 
seventy thousand dollars for the continua- 
tion of subscriptions to scientific and schol- 
arly periodicals for foreign libraries. 

Rehabilitation of Libraries. Aside from 
the preparation of lists and purchases men- 
tioned in the preceding paragraph, the 
participation of the A.L.A. in the rehabilita- 
tion of libraries is still in the planning stage. 
Extensive information has been collected 
on damage to libraries in war areas. Numer- 
ous meetings on rehabilitation have been at- 
tended. Personal conferences have been 
held with officials, representatives of foreign 
governments, libraries, and universities, and 
with organizations interested as the A.L.A. 
is in reconstruction of cultural life in all 
countries. There has been continuous cor- 
respondence with our colleagues in Great 
Britain. Most of these discussions are con- 
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cerned not only with immediate problems 
of restoration but with long-time cultural 
relations. 

Plans for any part the A.L.A. may take 
in the acquisition of foreign books for 
American libraries when the war is over 
are also, for the most part, in the early 
stages. The joint Committee on Importa- 
tions continues its efforts to get periodicals 
now. 

Book Campaign. At the instigation of 
the International Relations Board, the 
Council of National Library Associations 
has caused to be created a Joint Committee 
on a Book Campaign for Devastated and 
Other Libraries in War Areas. A state- 
ment of intent to conduct such a campaign 
has been released. Plans are now taking 
shape for a conference to be held in co- 
operation with the Department of State and 
for launching a nationwide drive if the 
necessary funds can be obtained. Milton 
E. Lord, member of the International Re- 
lations Board, is chairman of the joint com- 
mittee. 

China. Planning for library relations 
with China is somewhat more advanced. A 
detailed plan has been prepared by Charles 
H. Brown, chairman of the Committee on 
Library Cooperation with the Orient and 
South Pacific, and is now being revised 
after an exchange of letters with representa- 
tive librarians in China. Thirteen libraries 
are cooperating in the purchase of current 
and Chinese materials through the Library 
Association of China. One shipment has 
already been received. 
have gone to China through the coopera- 
tion of Vice President Wallace and the 
activity of the Department of State. There 
is hope that an American librarian may be 
sent to China before the end of 1944. A 
small grant from the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion has made possible some of the explora- 


Some books also 


tory activities in this field. Cooperation 


of the Department of State has been gen- 
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erous and invaluable. 
England. 


ments to Interpreting the United States, 


The preparation of supple- 


primarily for British librarians, has been 
graciously assumed by Jennie M. Flexner, 
of the New York Public Library, on behalf 
of the A.L.A. 
creasing the purchase of British books by 
United States libraries are under considera- 


Ways and means wu, in- 


tion. 

A Roster of Librarians for Foreign Serv- 
ice is now being prepared by Agnes Camilla 
Hansen under a grant from the Rockefeller 
Foundation. ‘Through records, references, 
and in some cases interviews, two or three 
hundred names are being assembled of peo- 
ple who, because of language, foreign ex- 
perience, or special study, can be recom- 
mended for foreign library positions. The 
positions in mind are librarians or assistants 
in American libraries abroad, of which 
there are now ten in various parts of the 
world; as instructors in library schools in 
Latin America and possibly elsewhere; as 
consultants on library organization, cata- 
loging, library extension, and other special- 
ties; etc. One of the direct occasions for 
inaugurating the study was a request from 
a government agency for thirty recommen- 
dations at one time. 

At Home. The International Relations 
Board and the Headquarters Office have 
sponsored special book weeks in libraries on 
Great Britain, China, and Russia. The 
excellent response of librarians brought joy 
to the hearts of those responsible for the 
dissemination of information about these 
allies as well as to officers of the A.L.A. 
Librarians continue to demonstrate their 
interest also in doing what they can to help 
readers understand the issues involved in 
organizing the world for a peaceful future. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


Publishing. In spite of the many diff- 
culties of wartime publishing, this year’s 
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production was gratifying. Important 
titles not mentioned elsewhere in the report 
include: Akers’ Simple Library Cataloging, 
3d ed.; American Library Laws, 2d ed.; 
Board on Salaries, Staff, and ‘Tenure’s 
Classification and Pay Plans for Libraries 
in Institutions of Higher Education; Mc- 
Diarmids’ Administration of the American 
Public Library; Rider’s Melvil Dewey; 
Voigt’s Subject Headings in Physics; 
Wight’s Public Library Finance and Ac- 
counting. “Iwo reading lists, Geography of 
the War and A Goodly Heritage, were 
issued as special supplements to the Book- 
list. 

Many difficulties have been experienced 
in the planning and preparation of new 
manuscripts for next year’s publication. A 
new edition of Hazeltine’s Anniversaries 
and Holidays will be issued early this fall. 
Other prospective publications include 
Hirshberg and Melinat’s “Subject Guide 
to Public Documents,” “School Library 
Publicity Calendar,” and “Today’s Hand- 
book for Librarians.” 

Organizational Activities. Correspond- 
ence votes by Council were authorized by a 
mail vote. Eight resolutions were acted 
upon. 

Efforts to meet the desire and need for 
more membership participation are being 
made by a special Committee on Relations 
with Local Groups, of which Marian C. 
Manley is chairman. 

Several articles on A.L.A. Headquarters 
activities were published in the 4.L.4. Bul- 
letin at President Warren’s suggestion. 

A division of public libraries will come 
into existence if Council votes approval at 
the October meeting. A proposal for a 
hospital libraries division is under considera- 
tion. 

There was a slight decrease in A.L.A. 
membership this year over the last. Total 


membership on August 31 was 14,040, of 


which 1889 were new members added during 
the year. 

Some 400 members, men and women, are 
in military service as of this date. By 
Executive Board action, dues for these mem- 
bers have been waived during the period 
of service. Newsletters have been sent from 
time to time to all these men and women. 

Cooperation with Other Groups. The 
policy of continuing close cooperation with 
educational, rural, civic, international, and 
other groups has been continued. Special 
efforts have been made this year to establish 
closer relations with labor organizations. 

FINANCES 

The totai income for the year, not includ- 
ing group annuity payments, was about 
$731,000. A large part of this came from 
grants for special projects from foundations 
or the government. 

Funds for the general purposes of the 
Association come from three sources— 
membership dues, sales of publications and 
subscriptions, and income from the A.L.A. 
endowment funds. Total income from 
membership dues was $73,836, of this 
$65,724 came from regular memberships and 
$8112 from special memberships. Allot- 
ments to divisions of $5062 reduced this 
total to a net of $68,774. Endowment in- 
come amounted to $71,909. Sales of A.L.A. 
publications and all periodicals except the 
Bulletin produced an income of $144,483. 


THE STAFF 


I am under greater obligation than usual 
this year to the officers and Headquarters 
staff who for two months carried the bur- 
dens which normally fall to Mr. Lyden- 
berg and me—in addition to their own. 

Cart H. Mitam 


Executive Secretary 
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Trustee Articles 








Mrs. Philip Sidney Smith 


CLARA WELLS HERBERT 


Miss Herbert is librarian, Public Library of the District of Columbia, 
Washington, D.C. President Vitz awarded the trustee citations of 
merit at the Council meeting on October 13. 


HE TRUSTEES AND staff of the Public 

Library of the District of Columbia 
are very proud that one of their trustees 
has been honored by being cited for her 
outstanding contribution to the library and 
to the profession. 

Born in New England, Mrs. Smith has 
lived the last thirty-eight years in Wash- 
ington. ‘Throughout her life she has trav- 
eled extensively—in the United States, 
Mexico, Cuba, Alaska, Continental Europe, 
and England, and, in 1937, around the 
world with two months’ extensive travel in 
the Soviet republics. 

Adult education could find its perfect 
model in Mrs. Smith. She does not grow 
old: she grows. She picks her friends and 
proceeds to make their knowledge her own. 
She says her scientist-explorer husband has 
been her greatest inspiration and feels that 
bringing up her three children has by no 
means lessened her ability to cope with 
people and problems. 

Always interested in promoting oppor- 
tunities for civic betterment, Mrs. Smith 
has been prominent in women’s clubs; a 
member of the board of education of the 
District of Columbia since 1928; a trustee 
of the Public-Library of the District of 
Columbia since 1932; has contributed gen- 
erously to the library at Wolfeboro, N.H., 
where her summers are spent; has partici- 
pated in programs of the District of Colum- 





Mrs. SMITH 


bia Library Association ; and for three terms 
was chairman of the Trustees Section of the 
American Library Association. As a presi 
dent or member of women’s clubs, she has 
gained for the library understanding, sup 
port, and gifts from those groups. Mrs 
Smith served as director of the Victory 
Book Campaign in Washington in the two 
years 1942 and 1943. 
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STEWART 


With this background of fine and vary- 
ing experience, Mrs. Smith has brought a 
ripe judgment to the problems of the pub- 
lic library. She has the solid virtue of al- 
ways being present at trustees’ meetings, to 
which she brings many constructive sug- 
gestions. She is chairman of two important 
committees: that of the standing committee 
on employees and of a special committee on 
the extension program of the District of 
Columbia public library, a postwar plan 
covering both service and capital improve- 
ments. She also has devoted considerable 
time to the plans for the magnificent new 
central library building for which appro- 
priations have been made by Congress. 

Mrs. Smith has been particularly inter- 
ested in personnel and in improvements of 
standards and salaries. For many years she 
has been the trustee representative on the 
Sarah G. Bowerman Staff Welfare Associa- 
tion for which she promoted a gift of one 


B. F. 
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thousand dollars from the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Club. 

Always to be counted on to make a meet- 
ing interesting and successful, members of 
the Association will remember with what 
zest and charm Mrs. Smith presided as 
chairman of the Trustees Section during 
the years 1936-39. Under her leadership 
the Trustees Section had a record of special 
accomplishment in the revision of the by- 
laws and in sponsoring the American Li- 
brary Association publication of Anna 
Gertrude Hall’s book The Library Trustee. 

The librarian has a way of always call- 
ing on Mrs. Smith when work has to be 
done or interest in a library project created. 
Courageous and progressive, quick thinking, 
both in making suggestions herself and in 
recognizing the good in the ideas of others, 
with a keen sense of humor, and with un- 
limited willingness to work, Mrs. Smith 
makes an ideal trustee. 


Coen 


PATRICIA LUCKEY STEWART 


Mrs. Stewart is the librarian of the Public Library and the Larimer 
County Library, Fort Collins, Colorado. 


ben MANY American Library Associa- 
tion trustees and others who know 
B. F. Coen of Fort Collins, Colo., will join 
his state and his city and county libraries in 
applauding the honor which has come to a 
man who has devoted to library develop- 
ment an increasingly larger proportion of 
his time for the past two decades. 

The citation is made to Mr. Coen as he 
is ending his fifteenth year of service as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Fort Collins Public Library. He has been 
the chairman of the board for the last half 
of that period. 

As a country youth, as a teacher in rural 


schools, and in his teaching of rural sociol- 
ogy at the Colorado State College of Agri- 
culture and Mechanic Arts in Fort Collins, 
Mr. Coen has made rural social problems 
his particular interest. About a dozen years 
ago, as a member of the Colorado Library 
Association’s panel discussion of rural li- 
brary matters, he began to realize how 
large a part rural library service plays in 
all other social and educational problems of 
people on farms and in small communities. 

After becoming convinced that rural peo- 
ple missed something essential if they did 
not have available libraries, Mr. Coen set 
out to find the answer to this need in Lari- 
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mer County. A campaign for books, spon- 
sored by the American Association of 
University Women, brought nearly fourteen 
thousand usable books to the embryo library. 
At the first Larimer County Library Board 
meeting, in 1937, Mr. Coen was selected 
chairman, a position he still holds. From 
‘the beginning of the work for a county 
library, he was active in arousing general 
interest, in securing the use of space in the 
city library building, and in all details of 
its growth, including W.P.A. assistance, 
bindery service, book contributions, purchase 
of a bookmobile, and increasing monetary 
support from the county commissioners. 

The Colorado Library Planning Com- 
mission, which devoted much of its atten- 
tion to library problems in rural areas, 
profited by Mr. Coen’s work as a member 
and as its chairman during the last three 
years before its discontinuance. 

As a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Colorado Library Association, too, 
Mr. Coen represented small public and 
county libraries. His work on the C.L.A. 
programs has added much to those con- 
ventions. For his contributions in further- 
ing the work of Colorado libraries, he was 
given the C.L.A. Distinguished 
Award in 1939. 

As an active member of the Trustees 
Division of the American Library Associa- 
tion and as a member of its executive com- 
mittee in recent years, Mr. Coen has given 
numerous talks to A.L.A. audiences and to 
other groups interested in library progress. 

Mr. Coen is a well-read trustee. His 
reading in every field has greatly augmented 
the services he has been able to extend to 
libraries. 


Service 


His great interest as a layman in 
library development led to his activity in 
fostering the organization of a Friends of 
the Library group in Fort Collins, which 
extends its interest throughout the county. 

Mr. Coen’s constant study of conditions 
on the farms and in the smaller towns has 
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Mr. Coen 


convinced him that the extension of library 
service to all people is the biggest and most 
He be- 
lieves the most challenging career to be that 
of promoting library service among the tens 
of millions of people in the open country 
and small communities of the United States 
now without an opportunity for extensive 
good reading. He sees legislatures, depart- 
ments of education, state library associa- 


important educational area today. 


tions, teachers’ associations, state and county 
superintendents of education, school boards, 
PTA. 
tions, and all groups dealing with the prob- 


county commissioners, organiza- 
lems of rural life as avenues through which 
the cause of library service to everyone may 
progress. 

Continuing to be very active in the cause 
of better reading for rural areas, Mr. Coen 
is currently considering a survey of the 
total library situation in Colorado upon 


which to base sound plans for the future. 














/a~ 


ch 
ay 


en 
he 
on 
re. 


— 











Hospital Library Work in the Veterans’ 
Administration 


At the request of the Board of Education for Librarianship, the Veterans’ 
Administration prepared this statement for use in recruiting librarians 
for the veterans’ service. 


ARE MORE than ninety hospitals 
in which librarians are employed, 
ranging from Maine to California. Usu- 
ally only one librarian is assigned to a 
Veterans’ Administration Facility, but hos- 
pitals of large bed capacity may have more 
than one if circumstances so require. The 
largest number of trained librarians at pres- 
ent authorized at any one facility is five. 
At some very small hospitals the librarian 
may be required to have responsibility for 
the recreational activities as well as for those 
of the library. The number of these posi- 
tions will grow less as the hospitals increase 
in size sufficiently to warrant the employ- 
ment of full-time recreational aides. Both 
activities are regarded as therapeutic and 
all emphasis is placed on helping patients 
to recover. 

Libraries range in size from 1,500 vol- 
umes to 27,000, and the system of organi- 
zation is somewhat comparable to that of 
small public libraries of similar size. If 
there are many bed patients, however, and 
a choice must be made between extensive 
card records and the rendering of personal 
library service to patients, the latter will be 
given preference. Detailed knowledge of 
the contents of books and sufficient infor- 
mation regarding the patient’s disability 
will be expected of the librarian so that 
her choice of reading material for him may 
be well advised. 

Each librarian makes her own selection 
of book titles to meet the needs of the 
particular hospital after the initial book 


collection has been established. The titles 
are subject to the approval of the central 
office in Washington, D.C. Approval is 
based upon the believed therapeutic as well 
as literary quality of books. An itemized 
budget for reading material for all hospitals 
is maintained in the central office and the 
appropriation for this purpose is adequate. 
All hospitals have small medical libraries, 
and librarians are expected to assume re- 
sponsibility for their records and mainte- 
nance. 

A quarterly list, “Recent Books for Hos- 
pital Use,” is prepared in the library 
subdivision of the central office for the as- 
sistance of its field librarians. Each month 
the librarians of the various hospitals report 
to the Washington office regarding their 
activities. Some notes from these reports 
are usually appended to the quarterly list 
to keep librarians in touch with what is 
being done by others in the Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration and to stimulate interest in 
library activities. 

In the hospitals for neuropsychiatric pa- 
tients there is interesting work for trained 
librarians in the group activities encour- 
aged for patients. Those from closed wards 
are taken to the library by attendants to 
participate in various club activities con- 
ducted in large part by the patients them- 
selves, the librarian acting as advisor and 
counselor. These group meetings have had 
rather satisfactory results in helping the 
timid patient to regain his self-confidence 
and in giving to other patients an outlet for 
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expression. This work is especially im- 
portant for the younger men. 

The library service of the Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration is already being extended as a 
result of the demands made upon it by the 
patients of World War II. Several new 
positions have been established and more 
‘are expected to be needed as hospitals are 
enlarged. The younger patients are taking 
advantage of libraries for purposes of edu- 
cation more than did those of World War 
I. There are approximately 140 field li- 
brary positions, and the personnel scene is 
constantly changing due to increased need 
for additional library service as expressed 
by the managers of the various facilities. 

In general, librarians who can meet the 
civil service requirements for junior profes- 
sional assistant, with thirty semester hours 
in library science, are desired. The register 
established from the examination for hos- 
pital librarian has expired and no new 
examination under this title has been given 
since 1938. 

It is preferred that librarians enter the 
service at a facility where their first work 
will be supervised by a chief librarian. The 
entrance salary at present is $1800 per 
annum plus the amount allowed for over- 
time which adds approximately 21 per cent 


to the base salary. At some facilities quar- 


A.L.A. BULLETIN: 


OCTOBER 15, 1944 


ters for librarians are available, at others 
not. Should a librarian utilize quarters, a 
reasonable deduction for room and board 
will be made. 
while on duty. 

Librarians are needed who, 


White uniforms are worn 


in addition 
to their scholastic abilities, enjoy working 
with people, have an outlook on life that 
permits them to adjust quickly to the vary- 
ing moods of patients, and have sufficient 
administrative ability to work congenially 
with those in charge of other departments 
of the hospital. Good health is essential 
and as the patients themselves might ex- 
press it, 
desirable qualification. 


“being easy on the eyes” is a very 
The work is in no 
respect a desk job and it requires many 
hours of because of the trips 


through the wards with a book cart. 


standing 


SUGGESTED READINGS 


Grieson E. “Veterans Are Not Forgotten.” 
Library Ae 69:481-84, June 1, 1944. 
Johnson, B “Group Therapy in 


. 4 a Hospital 
Library.” Medical Bulletin of the 


Veterans’ Ad- 


ministration 20:207-09, October 1943. 

Jones, E. K. Hospitel Libraries. Chicago, A.L.A., 
1939, p. 61-64, 164-7 

Keagle, c ae “a Soul Medicine for Veterans.” 
Hygeia 22:30-31, January 1944. : 

Klinkerman, B. L. ‘“Monotony, Nil!” Library 
Journal 67:1039-41, Dec. 1, 1942. 

Marcus, Florence. “A Veterans’ Administration 
Librarian Looks Back.” Library Journal 69:659, 
August 1944. : ‘ ; 

Pomeroy, Elizabeth. ABC's for Hospital Librarians. 
Chicago, A.L. A., 10943. . 

Robinson, C. “Veterans’ Hospital Libraries.” 
Library Journal 68 :563-64, July 1943. 


Out-of-Print Children’s Books—Last Call 


NDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP of Ruth 

Giles, the Book Evaluation Commit- 
tee of the Children’s Library Association 
has compiled a list of out-of-print books 
which the committee feels to be too valuable 
to remain out of print. The list was pre- 
sented to the publishers concerned by Helen 
Dean Fish, chairman of the Book Produc- 
tion Committee, through the Children’s 
Editors’ Association. The publishers have 


now evolved a plan whereby some of the 
titles, at least, may be saved if school and 
children’s librarians will cooperate at once. 
If you want these books to be brought back 
into print in 1945, you must give the 
children’s definite assurance of 
purchase within a year. The list of books 
If you wish to save these 


editors 


is given below. 
books, send your order or your promise to 
purchase a definite number of copies, to the 
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children’s editor before Jan. 1, 1945. Do 
not send your order through the usual order 
department but directly to the children’s 
editor. The life of the book depends upon 
the number of copies you are able to order. 


Publishers cannot afford, at this point, to 
invest their year’s allotment of paper in 
printings which will not be distributed until 
five years hence. It is for this reason that 
numbers count. 


Out-of-Print Titles 


Aanrud’s Sidsel Longskirt, Winston; Aesop’s 
Fables (il. by Rhead), Harper; Andersen’s 
Fairy Tales (il. by Nielsen), Garden City; 
Andersen’s Fairy Tales and Legends (il. by 
Whistler), Oxford; Arabian Nights (il. by 
Rhead), Harper; Asbjornsen’s East of the Sun 
and West of the Moon (tr. by Dasent), Put- 
nam, and East of the Sun and West of the 
Moon (il. by Nielsen), Garden City; Aulaire’s 
Conquest of the Atlantic, Viking; Aulnoy’s 
White Cat (il. by MacKinstry), Macmillan; 
Babbitt’s More Jataka Tales, Appleton; Beo- 
wulf (tr. by Cox), Little; Berry’s Black Folk 
Tales, Harper; Beskow’s Buddy’s Adventures 
in the Blueberry Patch, Harper; Beston’s Fire- 
light Fairy Book and Starlight Wonder Book, 
Little; Bosschére’s Christmas Tales of Flanders 
and Folk Tales of Flanders, Dodd; Boutet de 
Monvel’s Joan of Arc, Appleton; Brock’s Puss 
in Boots, Jack and the Beanstalk, Hop O’ My 
Thumb, Jack the Giant Killer (Art Fairy 
Books), Warne; Buchan’s Prester John, Hough- 
ton; Buckley’s Children of the Dawn, Lippin- 
cott; Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress (il. by 
Rhead), Appleton; Byrde’s Polish Fairy Book, 
Lippincott; Castagnetta’s Songs America Sings, 
Simon; Cautley’s Building a House in Sweden, 
Macmillan; Cendrars’ Little Black Stories for 
Little White Children, Harcourt; Cervantes’ 
Don Quixote (il. by Chappell), Little; Coloma’s 
Perez the Mouse, Dodd; Cooper’s Tal, Mor- 
row; Crane’s Magic Spear, Random House; 
Crane’s Beauty and the Beast Picture Book, 
Goody Two Shoes Picture Book, and Red Rid- 
ing Hood’s Picture Book, Warne; Curtin’s Hero 
Tales of Ireland, Little; Darton’s Wonderbook 
of Beasts, Lippincott; Dasent’s Norse Fairy 
Tales, Lippincott; Davis’ Truce of the Wolf, 
Harcourt; De Huff’s Taytay’s Tales, Harcourt; 
Eastman’s Index to Fairy Tales (new edition 
of this needed), Faxon; Edgeworth’s Tales, 
Lippincott; Eells’s Tales of Enchantment from 
Spain, Harcourt; Farjeon’s Singing Games for 
Children, Dutton, and Tales from Chaucer, 
Hale; France’s Girls and Boys and Our Chil- 
dren, Dodd; Greenaway’s A Apple Pie, Mari- 
gold Garden, and Under the Window, Warne; 


Grierson’s Children’s Tales from Scottish Bal- 
lads, Black; Grundtvig’s Danish Fairy and Folk 
Tales, Harper; Hewins’ Mid-Century Child 
and Her Books, Macmillan; Housman’s Door- 
way in Fairyland and Moonshine and Clover, 
Harcourt; Howes’s Long Bright Land, Little; 
Irving’s Legend of Sleepy Hollow (il. by 
Wyeth), MacKay; James’s Green Willow, Mac- 
millan; Kingsley’s Water-Babies (il. by Goble), 
Macmillan; Lathrop’s Fairy Circus, Macmillan; 
Lear’s Jumblies (il. by Brooke), Warne; Lion 
and the Ox (il. by Lebedev), Macmillan; Mac- 
Leod’s Book of Ballad Stories, Lippincott; 
Macdonald’s Princess and the Goblin (il. by 
MacKinstry), Garden City; Macdonell’s Italian 
Fairy Book, Lippincott; Macmanus’ Donegal 
Wonder Book, Lippincott; Melville’s Moby 
Dick (il. by Kent), Garden City; Mukerji’s 
Hindu Fables, Dutton; Nesbit’s Story of the 
Treasure Seekers, Coward; Nicholson’s Clever 
Bill, Doubleday, and Pirate Twins, Coward; 
Nusbaum’s Zui Indian Tales, Putnam; Park- 
er’s Skunny Wundy, Doubleday; Percy’s Boys’ 
Percy (ed. by Lanier), Scribner; Petersham’s 
Get-A-Way and Hédry Jdnos, Viking; Ran- 
some’s Old Peter’s Russian Tales, Nelson; Scud- 
der’s Children’s Book, Houghton; Sewell’s Head 
for Happy and ABC for Every Day, Macmil- 
lan; Shedlock’s Eastern Stories and Legends, 
Dutton; Smith’s After They Came Out of the 
Ark, Putnam; Steel’s Tales of the Punjab, Mac- 
millan; Stockton’s Queen’s Museum and Ting- 
A-Ling Tales, Scribner; Tappan’s Old Ballads 
in Prose, Houghton; Taylor's Meddlesome 
Matty, Viking; Untermeyer’s Fat of the Cat, 
Harcourt; Walmsley’s Toro of the Little Peo- 
ple, Harper; Wenig’s Beyond the Giant Moun- 
tains (tr. by Mokrejs), Houghton; Wiggin’s 
Talking Beasts, Doubleday; Wilmot-Buxton’s 
Stories from Old French Romance, Lippincott; 
Wilhelm’s Chinese Fairy Book, Lippincott; 
Withers’ Long Ago in Rouen, Oxford; Yer- 
shov’s Humpy, Harper; Young’s Tangle-Coated 
Horse, Unicorn with Silver Shoes, and Wonder- 
smith and His Son, Longmans; Zeitlin’s Skazki, 
Farrar; Zimmern’s Epic of Kings (il. by Jones), 
Macmillan. 
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Libraries Sell War Bonds 


LOUIS J. BAILEY 


Mr. Bailey is A.L.A. representative on the Book and Author War Bond 


Committee and librarian of the Queens Borough Public Library, 
Jamaica, N.Y. 


AR BONDS are like the best books— 

\ \ they grow in interest as the years go 
by.” This is the central thought for the 
sale of bonds through libraries in the Sixth 
War Loan campaign to come in November. 
The experience gained by the Book and 
Author War Bond Committee, with Mark 
Van Doren as chairman, in carrying on 
forty-six city bond rallies with a total sale 
of over $126,000,000 led to the discovery 
that library people are just as competent 
and enthusiastic in selling bonds as anyone. 
The sale of bonds in Indiana, under a com- 
mittee of the Indiana Library Association in 
October 1943, amounted to over two mil- 
lion dollars. A hurried special test plan 
presented in the Fifth War Loan in Con- 
necticut last June, in which only thirty- 
seven libraries participated and sold over 
two hundred thousand dollars worth of 
series E, F, and G bonds, proved the plan 
workable. The War Finance Division of 
the U.S. Treasury has, therefore, asked the 
Book and Author War Bond Committee to 
extend the bond plan to all states on a wide 
cooperative basis. State library and exten- 
sion agencies in each state are asked to work 
with 
which has experience in handling details and 
the supplies necessary for a complete cam- 


The Book and Author War Bond 


Committee will supply several posters for 


their state war finance committee 


paign. 


each library and original manuscripts, book 
illustrations, and other literary items to 
These latter 
will be given as awards to the libraries sell- 


each cooperating state agency. 


ing the most bonds. Libraries will be classi- 
fied according to size so as to insure a fair 
Each library taking 


part in the campaign will receive a Treasury 


chance for each one. 


citation. 

Officials of the Treasury are particularly 
anxious that the library bond selling cam- 
paign emphasize the economic aspects of 


bond buying and bond holding. Wartime 
experience has made everyone aware of 
higher prices, increased wages, mounting 
savings, decreased commodities, and that 


gap that must be controlled to prevent the 
race between income and expenditure up 
the spiral to endless inflation. Librarians 
can well aid in bringing to people a better 
understanding of government financing and 
the political and economic dangers that may 
arise in wartime. Book lists and selected 
pamphlets will be sent out to help in exhibits 
and for limited distribution. Librarians 
will find many angles for emphasis in such 
an educational project. 

President Carl Vitz, on being asked to 
comment, sent the following telegram to 
the committee: 

I want to express my conviction, as Presi- 
dent of the American Library Association, 
that librarians and trustees should give active 
support to the war. bond drive in cooperation 
with the Book and Author War Bond Com- 
mittee. It is my hope that members of li- 
brary staffs, administrative officers, boards of 
library trustees, local and state associations, 
library commissions—individuals and groups 
everywhere—will eagerly participate in the 
drive and cooperate fully with your commit- 
tee in achieving its goals. 
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New B.B.F. Director 


Haro_p W. BENTLEY, assistant director 
of the Columbia University Press, has been 
made director-librarian of the Biblioteca 
Benjamin Franklin in Mexico City and 
will probably assume his duties there some- 
time this month. Rudolph H. Gjelsness, 
who has been director-librarian for the past 
year, is returning to his position as chairman 
of the Department of Library Science at the 
University of Michigan. 


Army Recreation M eeting 


Cart H. MILAM represented the A.L.A. 
at a meeting on September 7-8 of organiza- 
tions interested in the Army’s Committee 
to Advise Special Services Division on 
Expanding Army Entertainment and Rec- 
reation Program. Other librarians who at- 
tended the meeting at the invitation of the 
Army were Carl Vitz, Ralph A. Ulveling, 
and Ralph M. Dunbar. Lt. Col. Ray L. 
Trautman is the chief of the Army Li- 
brary Service, Special Services Division of 
the War Department. 

Field Trips 

MarGaRET FuLMER, assistant in the 
A.L.A. Public Library Division, represented 
the A.L.A. at the regional conference of the 
Northern Colorado and Wyoming libra- 
rians’ meeting at Greeley on October 5. 
Miss Fulmer spoke to the conference on 
“Library Service for All the People.” In 
addition to attending the conference, Miss 
Fulmer visited the Colorado State Library, 
the Denver Public Library, the Fort Col- 
lins Public Library and Larimer County 
Library, the Wyoming State Library, and 
the Cheyenne Public Library during the 
week of October 2-6. 

On October 4-6 Mildred L. Batchelder, 


NEWS 


chief, A.L.A. School and Children’s Library 
Division, represented the A.L.A. at the 
White House Conference on Rural Educa- 
tion, 


Budget Committee Meeting 

Tue A.L.A. BupcetT CoMMITTEE meet- 
ing was held at A.L.A. Headquarters on 
October 3-4 to consider the financial ar- 
rangements of the Association for the com- 
ing fiscal year. Members of the committee 
who attended the meeting were Carl Vitz, 
Ralph A. Ulveling, Rudolph H. Gjelsness, 
and Robert Alexander Miller, chairman of 
the Finance Committee. 


Massachusetts Survey 


Jutta WricHt MerriLt, chief of the 
A.L.A. Department of Information -and 
Advisory Services, was chairman of the group 
invited by the Massachusetts Board of Free 
Public Library Commissioners to inspect 
the entire regional setup of the state. The 
survey, made in September, was planned to 
make possible an examination of what the 
regional setup has accomplished so far and 
to present recommendations for further 
state-wide service. H. Marjorie Beal, State 
Library Commission, Raleigh, N.C., and 
Ethel M. Fair, New Jersey College for 
Women Library School, New Brunswick, 
were the other two surveyors. 


Resolution on Cooperation 


AT THE ANNUAL MEETING of the public 
business librarians group of the Special Li- 
braries Association the following resolution 
was passed: 

... Be it resolved, that the Public Business 
Librarians Group of the Special Libraries 
Association offer its cooperation to the Ameri- 
can Library Association, the Committee for 
Economic Development, the United States 
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Chamber of Commerce, the American Muni- 
cipal Association, and other groups seeking 
the solution of postwar economic problems in 
promoting . . . public collections of business 
information and in making them widely ac- 
cessible. 


Election Spot Announcements 
‘THE CURRENT SERIES of radio spot an- 
nouncements for public libraries is devoted 
to “The Coming Election and the Issues at 
Stake.” 
use, except for the insertion of the library’s 
name. Copies are available from the Public 
Relations Division, American Library Asso- 
ciation, 520 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11. 


These brief messages are ready to 


A.L.A. Publications 


Library Planning by Louis R. Wilson, 
prepared at the request of the A.L.A., sum- 
marizes the planning engaged in by the 
A.L.A. and its various boards and commit- 
tees and by affiliated or related organiza- 
tions. It is not a plan for libraries nor does 
it evaluate what has been done. It does, 
however, point out areas in which planning 
might be inaugurated or furthered. This 
working memorandum is Number 4 in the 
Planning for Libraries series of which the 
first was Post-War Standards for Public 
Libraries. Paper, $1.50. 

Subject Headings in Physics by Melvin 
J. Voigt was published on August 25. It 
is a carefully compiled catalogers’ tool pro- 
viding about a thousand reliable, up-to-date 
headings which will be welcomed not only 
by catalogers but by those who want to 
locate physics materials for research and 
study. Many of the headings are defined 
and specific titles are often cited to illustrate 
the kind of books which certain headings 
Planographed, $3.25. 

Today’s Handbook for Librarians came 
off the press on September 15. 


cover. 


A practical 
little reference book, it will help librarians 
to answer the wide range of questions al- 
ready being asked by civilians and members 
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of the armed services, men and women, boys 
and girls; such questions as, “Whom do ] 
see about apprentice training?” “Where can 
I get information on the veterans’ organiza- 
tions in this city?” “I am handicapped 
physically. Is there any agency in town, 
government or private, that will help me to 
get work I can do?” The compiler, Mary 
A. Sweeney, is director of occupational guid- 
ance at the St. Paul Public Library. She 
here presents much specific information and 
lists the various agencies which offer defi- 
nite help or from which further information 
may be obtained. Price, $1. 


Cooperation with Allied Services 


cer 


Two-Way TRADE WITH THE L- 
BRARY” by Olga M. Peterson, chief of the 
A.L.A. Public Relations Division, and 
Warren E. Thompson, of Public Relations 
Service, a professional publicity agency, ap- 
peared in Channels for July-August 1944. 
The article describes ways in which the li- 
brary and social agencies may work together 
in giving more valuable service to the com- 
munity than either organization could con- 
tribute individually. 


Young People’s Reading Round 
Table Nominations 


THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE of the 
Young People’s Reading Round Table, 
Margaret C. Scoggin, chairman, has sub 
mitted the following officers for 1944-45: 
M. Grim, Stevenson 
Room, Public Library, Cleveland ; secretary- 
treasurer, Mrs. Bernice M. Gantt, Public 
Library, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

If no additional nominations are received 
from members by October 30 by the secre- 
tary, Frances R. Shipman, Public Library, 
Minneapolis, she is instructed to cast 4 
unanimous vote for the committee’s ballot. 

IsABEL NICHOL, Chairman 
Young People’s Reading Round Table 


chairman, Frances 
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THE CLEARING HOUSE 
Brief News of General Interest 


Russian Libraries in Wartime 


THe Soviet Scientists Anti-Fascist 
Committee recently forwarded to A.L.A. 
Headquarters two cablegrams which de- 
The 
first message is from Ukrainian librarians 
and says that “according to incomplete data, 
up to fifty million volumes were destroyed 
and burned in the Ukraine,” and that all of 
the peoples of the Soviet Union are uniting 
to give aid in reconstructing the libraries. 
The second cable described how the Soviet 
Central Medical Library assists doctors, 
scientists, and other medical librarians in 
Russia in keeping abreast of the latest medi- 
cal developments all over the world. 

Russian librarians are anxious to cooper- 
ate with American libraries, and the Soviet 
Central Medical Library would be glad to 
exchange information with medical libraries 
in Great Britain and America. 


scribed Russian libraries in wartime. 


Cooperative Publishing Program 


AT ITS MEETING in June the Council of 
National Library Associations created a 
publications committee to encourage and 
stimulate the production of library litera- 
ture which stresses the scholarly, historical, 
and philosophical aspects of librarianship 
rather than the technical and reportorial. 
According to the committee’s description of 
the program: 

The literature of librarianship is too often 
lacking in those very qualities which have 
made other professional literatures distinc- 
tive. Only slight attention has been given 
to the historical unfolding of the library as 


an institution. There has been little effort 
to describe or determine the philosophy which 


underlies a library or library system. Few 
contributions to library literature in recent 
years have been works of real scholarship. 
There are exceptions, to be sure, but they are 
far from plentiful. 

Librarianship affects the followers of every 
profession and has standards and methods of 
operations which have developed from ancient 
times to the present. It touches every branch 
of learning and creates a discipline of its own. 
Its “stock in trade” has expanded from hand- 
written or engraved documents through 
printed books and reproductions to photo- 
graphic and phonographic products. New 
forms of preserving learning unquestionably 
lie ahead. A profession with a venerable but 
dynamic background, with innumerable points 
of contact with society, with the responsibility 
of accumulating, classifying, and distributing 
the literature of all fields of knowledge, must 
be susceptible to historical, philosophical, and 
scholarly treatment. 


The committee plans to make an effort to 
acquaint librarians with the scholarly litera- 
ture their profession has already produced, 
to encourage the translation of outstanding 
scholarly contributions to library literature 
in foreign countries, and to discourage the 
production of superfluous contributions of 
literature to librarianship. 

Members of the committee are Leon 
Carnovsky, George Freedley, Ralph R. 
Shaw, Rose L. Vormelker, and Edward N. 


Waters, chairman. 


General Education Courses 


A COMMITTEE of the American Council 
on Education, at the request of the U.S. 
Armed Forces Institute, has recently pub- 
lished a report, 4 Design for General Edu- 
cation for the Armed Forces. Intended for 
use by returning veterans through corre- 
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spondence study and group instruction, the 
courses have been developed for men and 
women at the upper senior high school or 
junior college level but from a mature 
point of view. Among the courses out- 
lined are personal and community health, 
problems of social adjustment, American 
life and ideals in literature readings, music 
in relation to human experience, and voca- 
tional orientation. Extensive  bibliogra- 
phies are provided for each course. 

A Design for General Education for the 
Armed Forces is paper bound and sells for 
$1.25. Orders should be sent to the Ameri- 
can Council on Education, 744 Jackson 


Place, Washington 6, D.C. 


Bibliography on Criminology 

A Bibliography on Criminology-Penology 
& Allied Subjects has been compiled by 
Herman K. Spector, chief librarian of the 
department of correction, New York City 
The 192-page mimeographed 
list includes, in addition to annotated notes 


Penitentiary. 


about pertinent books arranged by subject, 


considerable miscellaneous information 
about the problems of criminology and 
penology. Librarians interested in securing 
the bibliography should send twenty cents to 
cover postage to the Library, Department 
of Correction, Penitentiary of the City of 


New York, Rikers Island, Bronx 54, N.Y. 


Circulating Exhibits 

Tue East AnD West AssociATION has 
a number of circulating exhibits which are 
available for two-week loan periods. There 
is a minimum service fee of three dollars 
plus transportation in most cases, although 
one or more may be obtained for transpor- 
tation costs only. In most cases the exhibits 
consist of collections of photographs of vari- 
ous countries of the Far East, including 
China, India, Australia, the Netherlands 
Other exhibits 


East Indies, and Russia. 
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are on the races of mankind. To eliminate 
loss in time and shipping expense, the as- 
sociation plans to establish a circulating 
schedule, but requests for particular dates 
will be given special consideration. 


Postwar Information Bulletin 


THE FIRST NUMBER of the new publi- 
of the 
change, Inc., appeared as the October issue, 
Bulletin con- 
tains many suggestions which should prove 
A description of the 


cation Postwar Information Ex. 


The Postwar Information 


of value to librarians. 
exchange and bulletin was included on page 
294 of the September 4.L.4. Bulletin. 


Civil Liberties List 

THE American Civil Liberties Union has 
issued a pamphlet on Civil Liberties. The 
list includes books, pamphlets, periodicals, 
films, and records. It may be secured from 
the American Civil Liberties Union, 170 


Fifth Ave., New York City ro. 


Russian Illustrative Materials 


PHOTOGRAPHS of the various nationali- 
ties which make up the Soviet Union and 
colored reproductions of Soviet war posters 
are available in two separate folios from 
Russian War Relief, Inc., 11 E. 35th St, 
New York City 16. The price is $1.75 
for each folio with a 40 per cent discount 
for libraries. 


Bibliography on Chronic IIIness 

“SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON CHRONIC 
I:tNEss” has been prepared by the Com- 
mittee on Medical Care of the American 
Public Welfare Association. The eight 
page list, which should be of help to lt 
brarians in the selection of materials on the 
subject of the aged and chronically ill, may 
be secured from the association, 1313 E 
6oth St., Chicago 37, for ten cents. 
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Communications to or from A.L.A. Members 


Free Press Week 


TO THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHIEF: 


The executive board of the Massachusetts 
Library Association has voted to proclaim 
November 19-25 as Free Press Week. The 
date marks the 300th anniversary of the publi- 
cation of Milton’s Areopagitica and the 250th 
anniversary of the birth of Voltaire who 
wrote, “I do not agree with a word that you 
say, but I will defend to the death your right 
to say it.” The board has appointed a commit- 
tee (chairman not yet named) which will 
arrange for the celebration by all of the Mas- 
sachusetts libraries. Posters and lists of books 
will be sent to the libraries and especially 
lists of books that have been banned in the 
past but are now generally accepted. These 
and other things will make interesting ex- 
hibits. The governor will be asked to pro- 
claim the week, and newspaper publicity will 
be arranged. Further information will be 
printed in the next bulletin of the association. 
Massachusetts, where censorship has recently 
aroused so much discussion, desired to take 
the lead in this celebration which will be 
nationwide. 

HILter C. WELLMAN, Librarian 
City Library Association 
Springfield, Mass. 


From Members in Service 


TO THE HEADQUARTERS STAFF: 


Your newsy little letters are always appre- 
ciated and especially so when surrounded by 
mud, flies, bad smells, and all the unrefined 
aspects of this or any war. And by the way, 
I'd appreciate one of those A.L.A. member- 
ship cards. I’m going to fasten it to the wall 
of my shelter half, to take the place of my 
rained-out pin-up girl. It'll be a cheerful 
little memento of civilian days and civilian 
ambitions. 

Incidentally, we had plenty to read at the 
camps, plenty to read while the task force was 
convoyed over here; and for two or three 
weeks we were too busy and scared to need 


anything when we were fighting. But now 
that the island is secure, there’s nothing to 
read, and most anybody’d trade a day’s ra- 
tions for a good book. We need some (not 
to be opened till the operation is over) collec- 
tions. The armed forces editions are fine but 
still too scarce. 

Cart W. HAMILTON 
Dayton, Ohio 


TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 


As you doubtless know most museums and 
libraries are closed during the war. Never- 
theless, with the aid of the A.L.A. courtesy 
card, I was permitted to see the Vatican 
library. L. E, Cardinal Mercati, Biblioteca 
Vaticano, gave me a most courteous and 
friendly welcome. He speaks little English 
but talked for five minutes in rapid Italian. 
I do not know just what he said but figure 
it out to mean that the Vatican has saved and 
protected numerous manuscript collections in- 
cluding the one from the abbey at Cassino. 
Some collections of local archives are believed 
to be buried under rubble. Some salvaging 
could be done if money were available for the 
labor. After our conversation, during which 
the Cardinal mentioned some A.L.A. people 
including yourself, Mr. Bishop, and Mr. Put- 
nam, a young Italian library assistant named 
Gerardo Bruni came in to show me around 
the deserted library. For a time Bruni was 
in America but he speaks only a limited 
amount of English. He was very helpful and 
eager to show me everything I wanted to see. 

Mayor Harry C. BAUER 


About “‘The Passive Role”’ 


TO THE EDITOR: 

In the several years during which I have 
been a “practicing librarian” and a regular 
reader of the 4.L.4. Bulletin, I have found 
in it no other article which so adequately 
expresses my own feelings as “The Passive 
Role” by Jean P. Black in the June issue. 
I have urged numerous young librarians to 
become members of the A.L.A. but have been 
hard-pushed to find any adequate arguments 
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to combat the attitude created by the passive 
role of us average librarians (school librarian, 
in my case) who aren’t aspiring to national 
leadership but who would like to feel that 
we're at least little frogs in the big pond and 
not just tadpoles. Even if there be no remedy 
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for the situation, it is comforting to realize 
that the predicament is publicly recognized. 


Eva VENABLE, Librarian 
Central High School Library 
Fountain City, Tenn. 


Wants and Offers 


Van Wickle Library, Lafayette College, 
Easton, Pa., Theodore E. Norton, librarian, 
offers on exchange or for a nominal packing 
charge: Journal of Sociologic Medicine 
(American Academy of Medicine), v. 1-20, 
no. 3, Feb. 1891-June 1919. 

Concordia College Library, Moorhead, 
Minn., Oivind M. Hovde, librarian, wants to 
exchange: v. I, 2, 4, or 5 for v. 10 of the 
Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences; also to 
exchange 1914, 1915, 1918, or 1919 for 1911, 
1912, 1920-24, 1936, 1939, or 1940 of the 
American Yearbook. 

American Philosophical Society Library, 
Philadelphia 6, Laura E. Hanson, librarian, 
wants: back issues of its Proceedings and 
Transactions, and will pay transportation 
costs. 

St. Mary’s College Library, Winona, Minn., 
Rev. Max Satory, librarian, offers for cost 
of transportation: 4.L.4. Bulletin, v. 24, nos. 
4-6, 12, v. 25, nos, 3-6, v. 26, nos. 10, 12, v. 27, 
nos. I-7, 9-12, v. 28-30, v. 31, mos. I-5, 7-12, 
V. 32, nos. I, 2, 4-7, 9-12, v. 33, nos. 1-7, 9-12, 
V. 34, V. 35, nos. 1-7, 9, 10, 12; Wilson Bulle- 
tin for Librarians, v. 3, nos. 17, 20, 22, v. 4, 
nos. 3, 7-10, v. 5, nos. I-4, v. 6-12, v. 13, nos. 
1-3, 7-10, v. 14-15. 

Merrick Library, Merrick, L.I., N.Y., 
Mrs. Eveline Macfarland, librarian, offers 
for cost of transportation: Pinkerton’s 
General Collection of the Best and Most 
Interesting Voyages and Travels in All Parts 
of the World, 6 vols., 1810 (v. 2 is missing) ; 
N.Y. Monument’s Commission, New York at 
Gettysburg, 3 vols. (maps missing); Oli- 
phant’s Makers of Venice; Palmer’s My Year 
of the Great War; Bellow’s Historical Sketch 


of the Union League Club of N.Y., 1863- 
1879; Library of Congress, Annual Report, 
1916; Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, Year Books, 1912-14; St. Nicholas, 
1880-86, 1888, 1890, pt. 1, 1898, 1901, 1904, 
1906, 1907, 1909, 1910, pt. 2, I9II, pt. I, 1915; 
Young People’s Magazine, 1885-93, 1917 
(bound) ; Harper’s Round Table, 1898-99. 

Racine Public Library, Racine, Wis., Mar- 
tha B. Merrell, librarian, offers for cost of 
transportation: Poole’s Index to Periodical 
Literature, v. 1, 1802-81, parts 1 and 2; Ist 
supplement, 1882-87; 2nd supplement, 1887- 
92 (worn library copy). 

Delray Beach Public Library, Delray Beach 
Fla., Mrs. C. H. Lammrich, acting librarian, 
wants: a complete set of Shakespeare with 
good binding, large print, and notes; a second- 
hand set in good condition will be considered. 

University of Mississippi Library, Whitman 
Davis, librarian, offers for cost of transpor- 
tation: Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science, v. 29-30; Ameri- 
can Mercury, v. 10-13; American School 
Board Journal, v. 70; Chautauquan, v. 1; 
Classical Journal, vy. 19-21; Connoisseur, v. 
89-91, 94; Country Life in America, Vv. 3-4; 
12, 19-20, 22, 24-27; Druggists Circular and 
Chemical Gazette, v. 32; Littell’s Living 
Age, v. 2, 183 (all bound); Chapple, Joe 
Mitchell, Life and Times of Warren G. 
Harding. If any library wishes fraternity 
and sorority publications, send a want list to 
the University of Mississippi Library. 

A.L.A. Headquarters Library, Chicago 11, 
Elizabeth E. Baker, librarian, offers for cost 
of transportation: 4.L.4. Bulletin, v. 23, 24, 
and 29 (bound). 








Do You Know the Answers? 


W J HAT IS THE PRESENT STATUS of the proposed revision of the A.L.A. 
Catalog Code? 


What, if anything, is being done about provisions for university library 


pensions and annuities? 


What projects and plans are being considered by the Canadian Library 


Council ? 


Has there been any systematic evaluation of the rates for insuring library 


materials? 


What important library legislation has been passed since the publication of 


the second edition of American Library Laws? 
Are the excuses offered by library binders legitimate? 
Is a supplement to the Union List of Serials planned? 


What services should a library expect from its subscription agency in collect- 


ing a refund when a magazine ceases publication? 
What is the general outlook for librarianship as a profession? 


What is the Association doing about the criticisms launched against it during 


the war years? 


What publications are being planned by the A.L.A. for next year? 


Answers to these and many other pertinent questions can be found in 
the administrative reports, the reports of boards and committees, and the 
reports of divisions and round tables in the October 1 issue of the A.L.A. 
Bulletin. Even though the discontinuance of A.L.A. conferences has of neces- 
sity limited the exchange of information and opinion between members of the 
Association, the annual reports show that members have been diligently at 
work carrying on activities in many fields. Subjects covered by the following 
headings are included: A.L.A. International Activities, the Extension of Li- 
brary Service, the Educational Role of Libraries, Resources of American 
Libraries, the Librarian in Wartime, the Administration of Libraries, A.L.A. 
Organization and Services, Technical Aspecis of Library Work, Publishing— 
A Third War Year, Special Libraries and Services. 
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“This life of Melvil Dewey is indéed one of the vivid 
chapters in the increasingly colorful history of the library 
profession” —Marian C. Manley 


MELVIL DEWEY | 


by Fremont Rider — 


“An enjoyable introduction to the amazing record of © 
accomplishment of this chief figure of American library — 
tradition,” continues Miss Manley in her review of the | 
book in the Library Journal. 4 


“The part Dewey played in the progress of the profes- } 
sion is plainly shown by Dr. Rider but with clear recog- 
nition of the complexities that made Dewey as much | 
a stormy petrel as he was an inspiring leader. It is just ~ 
such frank, if sympathetic record of his idiosyncracies, as 

well as greatness, that makes this volume in the ‘Pio- 7 
neers’ series one of the most human, and adds to the zest 4 
with which it will be read. And read it must be... 7 


“The fact that the justification for much of the opposi- | 
tion encountered by Melvil Dewey in-his many crusades | 
is freely recognized, adds to the value of the record as = 
well as to the human light in which the subject is por- 7 
trayed.” 


Published in April at $2.75 
A steady seller since then 


Other titles in the series, $2.75 each 
John Shaw Billings 


Samuel Swett Green 

Charles Ammi Cutter 

Portrait of a Librarian, W. H. Brett 
John Cotton Dana 
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